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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

To “Protect and Serve” is 
a phrase made famous by 
the Los Angeles Police 

Department and adopted, in various 
forms, by law enforcement agencies 
across the United States. 
As we reflect on the ordination 

of our brother Knight, Reverend 
Father Jonathan Stephanz and 
four others including, Reverend 
Felipe Gonzalez, Revered Alex 
Padilla, Reverend Bradley Reed, 
and Reverend Kevin Yarnell, 
ordained by Bishop Robert Lynch on  
Saturday, May 21 at the Cathedral 
of St. Jude the Apostle, we realize 
that the motto “Protect and Serve” 
is also applicable to the priesthood. 
As Catholics, we believe in the 

sacredness of the priesthood and 
that the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
is the continuation of Christ’s 
priesthood, whereby our Lord uses 
his earthly priests to protect us from 
sin through the administration of 
the Sacraments, the Mass, and the 
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The Priesthood: 
To Protect and 
Serve

Allow me to begin by expressing 
a word of prayer to Jerry 
Westbrock. Jerry, my thoughts 
and prayers are with you and 

your family during this difficult time. I pray 
especially for your wife, Darlene. May the 
Lord in His loving mercy bring you all 
comfort, peace and strength. 
To the many other knights who have asked 

for prayers, through the various emails that 
are sent out, please know that I keep you all 
and your families in my prayers. 
Throughout these years of seminary (it is 

hard to believe that nine years have almost 
come to a completion), you all have been 
generous in both financial support and 

through the many prayers that you have 
offered up on my behalf. I cannot say 
enough about how grateful I am for all 
that you have done and continue to do for 
me, and for my brothers in the seminary. 
Your support does not go unnoticed. The 
work of the Knights of Columbus and 
their promotion and support of vocations is 
unparalleled. Thank You! 
As is my custom I would like to provide 

you all with a brief update on my journey 
throughout this last year of seminary. 
However, I will begin with the best part. IT 
IS ALMOST FINISHED! 
Yes, seminary is almost done, but 
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proclamation of the Word.
Additionally, the priesthood is a 

service vocation. “On March 20, 
2008, Pope Benedict XVI spoke 
about the essence of priestly ministry 
at the Holy Thursday Chrism Mass 
held at St. Peter’s Basilica. The Mass 
brought together some 1,600 priests, 
and cardinals and bishops to renew 
the promises they made on the day of 
their ordination. 
The-Holy Father explained that one 

of the tasks that define the essence 
of the priestly ministry is to serve. 
He said that service is manifested 
in a concrete way in the Eucharistic 
celebration. The Pope said, what the 
priest does is serve, to complete a 
service to God and a service to man” 
Bishop Robert Lynch, outlined in a 

recent blog how ordination provides 
the essence of priestly ministry which 
is to serve. He said, “Ordination 
allows us to be Christ to the terrified 
immigrant father and mother facing 
deportation, to the confused and 
wounded young mother who has 
chosen to take the life within her 
womb for fear of being unable to 
care for the child once born, to pray 
with the condemned prisoner on 
death row or the overnight visitor to 
the county jail who has been arrested 
for a DUI or a lesser offence, to 
promise a parent that their parish 
will work hard to improve literacy 
at the miserably failing local public 
schools their children are attending 
by working with FAST or HOPE in 
two of our counties, to comfort a dad 
who has just lost his job that while 
searching for new employment, we 
will work to retain his children in 
our parish or diocesan school even 
though we might be at a loss also of 
how to make ends meet.” 
We thrilled and blessed that our 

Brother Knight, Jonathan Stephanz 
and his fellow priests have answered 
the Lord’s call to Make a Difference 
in our world to Protect and Serve His 
flock. 

Vivat Jesu
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formation will continue on the rest of my 
life. What does this mean? Your job isn’t 
over yet. As I continue the life-long process 
of being formed into the disciple that God 
has called me to be,just as each of us do in 
our respective vocations, we must rely on 
each other for prayer. Thus, and I know that 
I have no need of reminding you but, your 
work is only just beginning. My work as a 
priest of Jesus Christ will be such a beautiful 
life, filled with joys and difficulties, but it is 
by way of prayer - my own prayer life and 
the prayers of the faithful throughout the 
world - that any of the work that the Lord 

chooses to use me for will produce a 
rich harvest. 
But, it is nice to reflect on the 

reality that the formal academics and 
schedule of seminary is almost in the 
rear view mirror. It is nice from the 
standpoint that I am excited about the 
future that lies in store. I am excited 
about the ministry that the Lord will 
invite me into on May 21, as I lay 
down my life before the Altar of God 
and rise a priest forever. What a joy! 
What a grace! 
While I am on this note, I would 

like to extend my personal invitation 
to you all (as I know that my father 
has done so on behalf of our family 
already) for you to join me, and my 
four classmates, on May 21, 2016 
at the Cathedral of St. Jude for our 
priestly ordination. The ordination 
will be at 11 :00 am. I pray that many 
of you will be able to make it. I would 
also like to express my invitation to 
the Mass on May 22nd at 11:30 am at  

St. Stephen, where I will, for the first time 
as the principal celebrant, celebrate Holy 
Mass. It is certainly an occasion of joy for 
the whole parish community of St. Stephen 
and for the Diocese of St. Petersburg.
This year has been such a grace-filled 

year, and yet it has been a year filled with 
challenges nonetheless. However, instead 
of the challenges being in the form of trying 
to discern whether the Lord is calling me to 
the priesthood, they tended to be in regards 
to the period of transition that is in front of 
me. 
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Transitioning from a comfortable and 

well-known lifestyle of a student into the 
unknown life of a priest can be challenging. 
As much as I am ready to be done with 
seminary, there is a familiarity about it 
that constantly reminds me that what I am 
about to begin is unfamiliar and thus, the 
possibilities of what awaits me are endless. 
Regardless, I cannot wait for the unknown 
to arrive. I cannot wait to celebrate Mass, 
hear confessions, and anoint the sick and 
dying. I mention these three because they 
are so integral to the life and ministry of 
a priest. But, I am also excited about the 
many more baptisms that I will have the 
privilege of conferring and the marriages 
that I will have the joy of assisting at. 
This year of transition has been 

interesting as I am serving at a parish 
in Boynton Beach on the weekends 
but in class Monday thru Thursday. It 
is an odd combination of academics 
and ministry. It has tested each of my 
classmates and myself in different 
ways. But, I believe, each of us 
have become better men and better 
ministers because of these challenges. 
By no means has this year been 

difficult in terms of academic 
rigor. There has been a lot of “busy 
work” but majority of the professors 
understand that our sole desire at 

this point is priestly ministry. Therefore, 
majority of our professors have tried to 
focus the attention of studies onto practical 
applications of the material. 
Overall, this year has been one that has 

afforded me the opportunity to reflect 
back upon the last nine years of seminary 
formation. In doing so, I am filled with 
gratitude for the growth that the Lord has 
blessed me with. I am filled with gratitude 
for the challenges that have framed my time 
in the seminary, because they have shaped 
me into the man I am today. I am grateful 
that I truly feel prepared and ready for the 
life and work of priestly ministry.
Your Brother in Christ

Rev. Mr. Jonathan E. Stephanz
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In The Image of Christ 
the Good Shepherd
“Being Church means being God’s people, in accordance with the great 
plan of his fatherly love. This means we are to be God’s leaven in the midst 
of humanity. It means proclaiming and bringing God’s salvation into our 
world, which often goes astray and needs to be encouraged, given hope 
and strengthened on the way…. The Church must be a place of mercy 
freely given, where everyone can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven, and en-
couraged to live the good life of the Gospel.” [Francis, JG] 

Dear Felipe, Alex, Brad, Jon and 
Kevin, I wish I were younger 
and could join with you and 
my brother priests who may 

live the dream of a new form of priesthood 
born of the vision and the conscience 
of Pope Francis. 
It is far more challenging and exciting 

than anything I have experienced to 
date in my life and even somewhat 
scary. But it is more faithful to the 
image of Christ the Good Shepherd 
whom I was to become at my priestly 
ordination than the “dream I dreamed 
in times gone by” [Le Miserable]. 
It is the Good Shepherd who loved 

us to death, the alter Christus who in a 
few moments you are to become and I 
once became.
It is almost the nature of dreams, 

especially about priesthood, to see us as 
ministers of the sacraments and indeed that 
is an essential part of the job description of 
today’s priest. 
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But that you can accomplish in several 
waking hours, what are you going to do in 
the remaining time – wait for the phone to 
ring or the doorbell to sound? 
Pope Francis calls us to dream of using 

more of our time as good shepherds in a 
different way – as ministers of God’s mercy, 
taking the initiative to seek out the lost, 
recapture and reclaim the disenchanted and 
disenfranchised, to get dirty in the hubris 
of daily living by giving special attention 
to the poor, to the lonely, to the forgotten, 
to the angry. 

Today this Church is filled with love and 
great expectations. Your soon to be brother 
priests are renewed that in these times and 
with these challenges, you have already 
said “yes” to the call of Jesus, “follow 
me.” Together with me, they welcome 
you as brothers. God’s people whom you 
will serve will honor you as “father”. May 
Jesus welcome you many years from now 
as “faithful servant.”

Most Reverend Robert N. 
Lynch, Bishop
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Special thanks to Rick Tauceda 
for his photographic contributions 
of Fr. Jonathan’s first Mass.

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 
Through the example of his life 

and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant 

the favor I now present (here 
make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
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Members of St. Stephen Council participate in the Cathedral Choir during the Ordination 
of Fr. Jonathan Stephens include St. Stephen Music Director Chris Westfall. PGK and 
District Deputy Patrick Roach, and Bob Murray


